During the past few years we have seen a number of unsuccessful attempts to reconcile the differences between conflict and functional pradigms of social stratification. The most recent attempt by Theodore Kemper in Social Forces should be applauded for its fresh approach and originality. But there is a serious problem with his suggested empirical assessment. Unless it can be shown that those high in the stratification system have not had a hand in shaping a consensus regarding an ideal distribution of rewards, any convergence found between the actual and the ideal distributions will remain unconvincing.

